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inadequate response to Hurricane
Katrina, but a lot of the blame should
be pointed right at the man in charge,
Secretary Chertoff, who as of yesterday
put a lot of the evacuees out on the
street. And he still remains on the job.

Then there are the Under Secretaries
who signed off on a deal that handed
over operations of six U.S. ports to a
foreign nation. Imagine that, outsourc-
ing our homeland security to another
nation. It is time for changes, Madam
Speaker.

———

TRUST THE SENIORS ON
MEDICARE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, today we
are just 60 days away from the deadline
for seniors to sign up for the new Medi-
care part D prescription drug plan.
This plan is giving seniors choices for
prescription drug coverage that will
cost less while offering more benefits.

Millions of seniors who were without
access to drugs are now getting them,
and many are saving thousands of dol-
lars a year. In fact, the typical senior
could see his or her total drug expenses
drop by nearly 50 percent.

Those with limited income and re-
sources could have nearly no expenses
at all. It is a real shame that Demo-
crats are trying to scare seniors away
from enrolling in this program by say-
ing it is complicated and confusing.

Fortunately, their attempts to sabo-
tage the program are failing. According
to a recent article in The Washington
Post, 80 percent of senior -citizens
polled say they had no trouble signing
up for or using the Medicare prescrip-
tion drug plan.

Another poll conducted last week by
Ayres, McHenry & Associates shows
that 60 percent of seniors said that
they were saving money by using the
program. Madam Speaker, I trust the
positive feedback from the actual folks
using the program much more than the
negative rhetoric of Democrats trying
to turn this into a political issue.

———
A NATION PERMANENTLY AT WAR

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, 3
years ago the Bush administration
spoke to a doctrine of preemption that
formed the basis for the United States’
attack on Iraq. Three years later,
Americans finally know there were no
weapons of mass destruction, Iraq did
not have the intention or the capa-
bility of attacking the United States;
that Iraq, in effect, was not in a posi-
tion to attack us.

Now the American people know what
a shambles the Bush administration’s
policy was in Iraq. Yesterday, the ad-
ministration now identifies Iran as the
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top threat, and states again that we
have the right to preemptively attack
any country. Are we here on the
threshold of permanent warfare, where
the administration can keep naming
enemies, and the American taxpayers
with their sons’ and daughters’ blood
have to keep paying for wars that we
should not get into?

We should not only vote against this
supplemental appropriation, we should
start to call into question the adminis-
tration’s entire international policy.
They are setting America against the
world, and we are paying for it every
day.

———

THE LACK OF A DEMOCRATIC
PLAN

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. McHENRY. Madam Speaker, a
once great party left with nothing,
nothing but a nifty little slogan, and
that slogan is, “We can do better.”
Madam Speaker, that is the Democrat
Party here in Washington, DC.

It was announced in the press in Oc-
tober that they were going to come out
with their great agenda in November.
November came and went, they had
nothing.

In January they said, that is going to
be the time we are going to lay out our
agenda, our positive agenda for Amer-
ica. January came and went.

Twice more they set dates to roll out
their agenda, but nothing. They got
nothing except this nifty little phrase,
“We can do better.” It is a sad state of
affairs when they have no agenda, no
ideas. All they have is negative at-
tacks, partisan attacks here in Wash-
ington. We need more, and we, the Re-
publicans, can do better.

———

SUPPORT THE FUNDING FOR
FIXING TEXAS LEVEES

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Madam Speaker, the
lives and livelihood of tens of thou-
sands of Texans in a major hurricane
zone are at risk because of defective
federal levees that only the federal
government can repair.

I am here to ask that on the third
vote this morning, our colleagues sup-
port an amendment offered on behalf of
myself, Congressman ORTIZ, and Con-
gress REYES to prevent another Hurri-
cane Katrina-like disaster. This map
shows the area of McAllen, Mission, Hi-
dalgo, and Pharr, Texas—a booming
community of hardworking Americans,
small businesses, schools, hospitals,
and nursing homes.

That is how it looks today. This is
how it will look if those federal levees
fail, covered not in blue plastic, but in
water. Because the federal levees are
up to 9 feet deficient in height accord-
ing to a report of the U.S. State De-
partment.
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In order to prevent the destruction of
the lives and livelihood of those hard-
working Americans, we need the $7.8
million modest appropriation proposed
in our amendment. Save lives and pre-
vent a tragedy from occurring by ap-
proving emergency appropriations to
assist the repair of these important
federal levees.

———

ROME AREA HISTORY MUSEUM

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to congratulate the Rome
Area History Museum on their 10th an-
niversary of collecting, preserving, and
presenting the history of northwest
Georgia. In 1995, five men, C.J. Wyatt,
Bobby McElwee, John Carruth, David
Oswalt, and Ed Byars, recognized the
need to create an institution dedicated
to the history of Rome and the sur-
rounding communities.

These founders gathered a group of
dedicated volunteers and opened what
has become one of the finest museums
in the State of Georgia. The founders
renovated a building on historic Broad
Street to serve as their headquarters.

And after much labor, the Rome Area
History Museum officially opened its
doors on March 30, 1996. For the past 9
years, Bernard Neal has done a wonder-
ful job as the museum’s president.

Madam Speaker, as the museum cele-
brates a decade of educating teachers,
researchers and visitors, I want to
thank the volunteers and supporters
for making the Rome Area History Mu-
seum all that it is today.

Museums like this add richness to
our communities and preserve our Na-
tion’s history.

—————

LIVING IN A FISCAL
FANTASYLAND

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, today
the Senate will vote on the $781 billion
increase in the national debt, the
fourth debt limit increase in 5 years.

And the Republican Party continues
to push tax policies that will drive us
even deeper into debt. In 5 years, the
Washington Republicans have racked
up more new debt, more than $3 tril-
lion, than the entire debt amassed from
1789 to 1988. We are now borrowing
more than $600,000 per minute, $218 bil-
lion this year alone.

In March 2001, President Bush prom-
ised, ‘“We will pay off $2 trillion of debt
over the next decade. Future genera-
tions should not be forced pay back
money that we have borrowed. We owe
this kind of responsibility to our chil-
dren and grandchildren.”

Promises made, promises broken, a $5
trillion mistake the President made.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-19T11:42:39-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




